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Bath & West Community Energy

To deliver  
Clean Local Energy, Community Owned for the 

Common Good

A Community Benefit Society
One member one vote

Asset lock
Not for profit

Established 2010 by …
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Since 2010, BWCE has …

Installed 12.35MW – enough to power 4,000 homes 
Currently just under 1,000 members & bondholders

Donated over £200,000 through our Community Fund

Currently developing new solar projects, testing EV charging network 
and running pilots to reduce peak electricity demand

11 54 1

Raised £20 million - community fundraising and debt from ethical bank, Triodos

1
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Who Owns?
Community enterprise

Who Controls?
Members

Who Benefits?
Community

A different way of doing business …
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So What About Wind …

Mendip 
Hills AONB

Cotswolds 
AONB

Greenbelt

Highly 
constrained area 
with AONB and 
Greenbelt

But examples of 
large wind 
turbines 
developed locally 
in or close to both
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66m tall, 26m 
rotor - 6.3 

m/sec wind 
speed –

1.8GWh/yr

100m tall, 
35m rotor –
7.95 m/sec 

wind speed -
5GWh/yr
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Wind Turbine Size v Output

Power increases by cube of wind speed or square of rotor radius
So small differences in turbine size have a big impact on output

Do we want lots more, slightly smaller turbines, or fewer, larger turbines?

Wind Turbine Size and Electricity Output
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Developing Community Schemes

1 •Identifying potential sites from within the community

2 •Agreeing lease and annual rent with landowner

3 •Building community consent/support

4 •Securing grid connection offer from grid operator 

5 •Finalising business model

6 •Securing planning permission from B&NES Council

7 •Raising community finance

8 •Building, commissioning and operating 
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• B&NES Local Plan Update – Feb 18th Deadline 
• Lobby Wiltshire Council & South Glos for stronger 

policies in their Local Plan
• QUESTION: Do I want/can I accept wind turbines in 

my local community? If not, what are my concerns?
• If you want to support wind energy …
• Is your community outside the highest impact 

areas?
• Talk to local family, friends, neighbours, do they 

feel the same as you? 
• Carry out surveys, do local people want solar 

and wind in their community?
• Can you help address concerns with 

information, local events/meetings?
• What does your neighbourhood plan say? 
• If you’re in an area with little potential for wind, 

can you help those that are?

Can You Help Us?

O     Help stimulate discussion of onshore wind:  make the 
most of every opportunity to talk to people you know 
about it. Keep it simple, avoid statistics, and stress two 
main points: it’s cheap, and it’s popular. 

O     Take part in the current council Local Plan 
consultations, and contribute to Neighbourhood Plans, 
if there is one being developed in your area.  

O     Lobby your MP once there is further information 
on changes to national Planning Policy on energy 
development later in 2021. 

7KLV�EULHȴQJ�SURYLGHV�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�KHOS�\RX��7KH�ȴUVW�
SDUW�SURYLGHV�NH\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�RQVKRUH�ZLQG�DV�D�EDVLV�
IRU�GLVFXVVLRQ��7KH�VHFRQG�SDUW�FRYHUV�WKH�SODQQLQJ�V\VWHP��DQG�
KRZ�\RX�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�WR�ORFDO�SODQQLQJ�SROLFLHV�DQG�SURFHVVHV��

3OHDVH�FOLFN�RQ�WKH�OLQNV�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��ΖI�\RX�DUH�
UHDGLQJ�D�SDSHU�FRS\��SOHDVH�VHH�WKH�%:&(�ZHEVLWH��)RU�PRUH�
LQ�GHSWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�
 
O     ‘Common Concerns about Wind Power’��WKH�Centre for 

Sustainable Energy, 2nd edition 2017. 132 pages.  
([FHOOHQW�LQ�GHSWK�DQDO\VLV�RI�SHHU�UHYLHZHG�VRXUFHV�

O     ‘Switching on: How renewables will power the UK’��
Friends of the Earth. 2017. 12 pages��$�VOLJKWO\�HDVLHU�UHDG��EXW�
ZLWK�JRRG�UHIHUHQFHV��PDLQO\�JRYHUQPHQW�VRXUFHV��

O      ‘Rising to the Climate Crisis’��Town and Country Planning 
Association 2018.

O     ‘ Neighbourhood Planning in a Climate Emergency’��Centre 
for Sustainable Energy 2020.

%ULHȴQJ

5HYLVHG�-DQXDU\������

�

/HWȇV�WDON�DERXW�
ON-SHORE WIND
'HYHORSPHQW�RI�RQ�VKRUH�ZLQG�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�

%:&(ȇV�SURSRVHG�SRUWIROLR��EXW�VWLOO�IDFHV�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�

ULJRURXV�SODQQLQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��7KHVH�KDYH�VWRSSHG�

DOPRVW�DOO�RQVKRUH�ZLQG�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�(QJODQG�RYHU�WKH�

SDVW���\HDUV��7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�ZD\V�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�KHOS��
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• Onshore wind turbines are critical to the successful transition to net 
zero carbon and a liveable planet for our children and grandchildren

• Community ownership offers an approach that places local 
communities in control, builds community resilience and generates 
local benefit

• Can you help us build a movement that can drive the development of 
local wind turbines for local communities in this area?

• If so – get in touch, we would like to hear from you.

Putting people at the heart of the energy transition

Summary

Nick Bird – nick.bird@bwce.coop
Pete Capener – pete.capener@bwce.coop

mailto:nick.bird@bwce.coop
mailto:pete.capener@bwce.coop

